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SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

On a cold foggy day in September, t928, the final round of the Senior Championship

conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at the Presidio Golf Club

in San Francisco.

There were 63 participants in the NCGA event and upon completion of play all departed at

once for their respective homes.

The tournament was held during the era of Prohibition and alcoholic beverages were not

available at the clubhouse. A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of

scotch, and discussed the situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J.

E. (Jack) French and Brace Carter, then Secretary ofthe NCGA.

The idea of a Golf Association created to promote the spirit of friendly, congenial competition for golfers of senior age

was discussed. That ldea became the Senior Golf Association of Northern California (SGANC). A committee comprising a

dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to contact members of their clubs, who

were over the eligible age of 50, to become members.

ln less than 3 months, 300 applicants were on the original roster. This was the beginning of the Senior Golf Association

of Northern California which celebrates its 85th Anniversary in 2014.

Today the SGANC boasts nearly 300 members from 83 different golf clubs in Northern California. lt is a non-profit

organization of amateur golfers stretching from San Luis Obispo County to the Oregon border. The SGANC was the first

senior golf association established in California. The first Championship was held in 1929. Today the club conducts two

events each year, the Club Championship in May and the Four - Ball event in September, both 2 day events. There are

18 Governors from various areas of the region who conduct the affairs of the association. Club headquarters are located

at the NCGA offices in Pebble Beach. Honorary Members include C. Grant Spaeth and Sandy Tatum, former USGA

Presidents. Golf course architect Alister MacKenzie, a member of Claremont Country Club was active in SGANC events in

the 1930's as was former baseball great Ty Cobb a member of The Olympic Club at the time.

ln 2014 the Club Championship will be played April 28-29 at Round Hill and Blackhawk Country Clubs. The Four -Ball

Championship will be held September 29-30 at Corral de Tierra Country Club and Quail Lodge Golf Club.

lf you enjoy amateur tournament golf at some of the most prestigious clubs in Northern California, and are comfortable

with meeting new golfers from all over Northern California, you will enjoy being a member of the SGANC. Contact

Vaughn Kezirian at vkezirian@ncsa.ors or telephone him at (831) 625-4653 for more information





Message from the President

Our Association was formed in 1928 and we have a long and
rich history. Our purpose has been to provide an arena of
quality venues, well run completions and a camaraderie
among men that enjoy the game of golf. I believe that in 2014
we continued that tradition.

Our Spring lndividua! Championship was held at Round Hill
CC and Blackhawk CC, Lakeside course. Congratulations to
our Champion of the Year/Low Gross Champion - Jim Sands,
Butt Creek CC and our Low Net Champion - Jack Sweitzer,

Olympic Club.

And, our Fall Four-Ball Championship was held at Conal De Tierra CC and Quail Lodge GC.
Congratulations to the Low Gross Champions - Shawn White, Sonoma GC and Robert Thomas,
Olympic Club and to the Low Net Champions - Brain Chamberlain and Allen Holloway, El Macero
CC.

Our Association remains strong financially. We have met our budget for the year and provided a
modest profit. Please refer to the attached Financial Statement. And our Association is in capable
hands. You have an outstanding Board of Governors and Executive Committee along with the NCGA
support led by Vaughn Kezirian. They will serve you well.

I regret that our membership numbers remain lower than we wish. We all are aware that golf has
been in a decline for the past number of years. All areas of golf have suffered - play is down,
memberships are down, course closures are up, new course construction is almost nonexistent. Our
Association has not been immune to this decline. Our numbers may be smaller but I'm very proud of
the quality of our membership.

! look forward to our future - great venues, wel! run competitions, and camaraderie

!t was my pleasure to serve as your 2014 President.

As ever,

Arba Stinnett

2014 SGANC President


