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SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

On a cold foggy day in September,7928, the final round of the Senior Championship

conducted by the Northern California Golf association took place at the Presidio Golf Club

in San Francisco.

There were 63 participants in the NCGA event and upon completion of play all departed at

once for their respective homes.

The tournament was held during the era of Prohibition and alcoholic beverages were not

available at the clubhouse. A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of
scotch, and discussed the situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J.

E. (Jack) French and Brace Carter, then Secretary ofthe NCGA.

The idea of a Golf Association created to promote the spirit of friendly, congenial competition for golfers of senior age

was discussed. That ldea became the Senior Golf Association of Northern California (SGANC). A committee comprising a

dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to contact members of their clubs, who
were over the eligible age of 50, to become members.

ln less than 3 months, 300 applicants were on the original roster. This was the beginning of the Senior Golf Association

of Northern California which celebrates its 83'd. anniversary in 2012.

Today the SGANC boasts nearly 300 members from 83 different golf clubs in Northern California. lt is a non-profit
organization of arnateur golfers stretching from San Luis Obispo County to the Oregon border. The SGANC was the first
senior golf association established in California. The first Championship was held in 1929. Today the club conducts two

events each year, the Club Championship in May and the Four - Ball event in September, both 2 day events. There are

18 Governors from various areas of the region who conduct the affairs of the association. Club headquarters are located

at the NCGA offices in Pebble Beach. Honorary Members include C. Grant Spaeth and Sandy Tatum, former USGA

Presidents. Golf course architect Alister MacKenzie, a member of Claremont Country Club was active in SGANC events in

the 1930's as was former baseball great Ty Cobb a member of The Olympic Club at the time.

h 2A12 the Club Championship will be played April 30-May L't. at Los Altos and Sharon Heights Country Clubs. The Four

-Ball Championship will be held September t0-11 at Gray's Crossing and Old Greenwood Golf Courses in the Lake Tahoe

area.

lf you enjoy amateur tournament golf at some of the most prestigious clubs in Northern California, and are comfortable

with meeting new golfers from all over Northern California, you will enjoy being a member of the SGANC. Contact

Vaughn Kezirian at vkezirian@ncga.org or telephone him at (831) 625-4653 for more information
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Message from 2011 SGANC President Derrell
Biddy:

Another year has come and gone; as we get older

time does fly by.

Another great year has passed for the Senior Golf
Association of Northern California and I know you

all enjoyed the tournaments as much as I did. We

started off the year running a continual deficit and

with the help of your Treasurer and his committee
we now have things turned around

Tournament Chairman Bob Sciutto and his committee did an outstanding job on scheduling and

operating the tournaments and also helped put a few dollars into the bank account. lt is not the
intention of the Tournament Chairman to make a profit but rather to break even, which he

certainly did!!

The Championship Tournament at Half Moon Bay was really great and the weather was great

the first day and half great the second day. lt is a beautiful venue and I hope we can go back

again in the future.

Our Four-BallTournament at Bayonet/BlackHorse GC in the Monterey area, where the sun

always shines was well attended and everyone had a great time. The venue was beautiful and

the accommodations, while not as convenient as Half Moon 8ay were still very good.

The 2011 Board of Governors made this year very easy for me as President. I want to thank

each and every one of them for their support and participation. The members have a very
unique group of Governors and they have taken great care to serve the members and you
should all be very proud to be a member of such a great organization.

I know that you will allcontinue to support SGANC by playing in our tournaments next year.

Tom Marx has four great courses lined up for your enjoyment. Thank you again and keep hitting
them down the middle.
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2O1,L SGANC Officers

President .................Derre!1 Biddy .......Fort Washington

Vice-President.........Robert Sciutto .....Orinda

Secretary Tom Marx.. Granite Bay

Bayonet/Blackhorse

}OLL Board of Governors

Dean Bartee...........La Rinconada

Harold Lauth...........Claremont

John Nakamura......Sacramento

John Nash................Sharon Heights

Robert Moore.........M PCC

Gerald Stratford.....Peninsula

Jack Sweitzer..........Olympic Club

Charles Hodel.............Butte Creek

Fred Quadros..............Corral deTierra

Arba Stinnett...............Marin

GilWymond

Bob Holston

DelRio

Greenhorn Creek

David Pearson...............Visalia
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1929-30

1931

L932-36

1937-44

1945

1946

L947

L948

1949

1950

1951

1952

L952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

L958

1959

1960

1961

L962

1953

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

7977

1972

1973

1974

Past Presidents of the Association
John G. Sutton*........ .Menlo CC 1975 Walter J. Grierson+. San Jose CC

Robert B. Henderson*..........Burlingame CC 1976 William V. Power*..........Sharon Heights GCC

John G. Sutton* Menlo CC L977 ElmerA.Schreiner*.......MontereyPeninsula

L978 Carlton W. Dawson* ..Menlo CC

7979 Albert F. Johansen* Del Rio GCC

1980 Raymond A. McGuire*..Monterey Peninsula

1981 WilliamN.Barlow*....................C|aremontCC

1982 Calvin H. Nelson* Peninsula GCC

.Del Paso CC

..Cypress CC

Dr. Francis Whittaker....................San Jose CC

John G. Bannister*... .Orinda CC

Dr. Gene Taano..............Sharon Heights GCC

Harris M. Donaldson*................,....Men1o CC

Gordon J. Aulik*.....................Spyg|ass Hill GC

V.E. "Pete" 8arton,..........................Del Rio CC

R.L. "Dick" Richards*............. North Ridge CC

J" William Jaques..................Napa Valley GCC

Robert H. Singer...... ...Diablo CC

Guy Baty...... ...,..............Marin CC

John Keane. ....,....Peninsula GCC

RussellT. Bigelow.... ...Orinda CC

Gordon E. Scott.........Monterey Peninsula CC

Jack Stroud. .............1os Altos CC

Fred Quadros....................Corra1 de Tierra CC

Carlo Caral 1i.............,...San Jose Country Club

Ken Hopper. ......... San Joaquinn

1983

1984

1985

1986

L987

1988-89

1990

1991

L992

A.E. Koletzke* 1993 1ymanC|ark................................1osA|tosGCC

L994 LyleGray..........................SharonHeightsGCCCol. Warren J. Clear*

Richard K. Whitmore*........Napa Valley GCC 1995 H. Langdon Hilleary..'.'........'...'..'.'..Menlo CC

Edward R. Smith*.........,....,......Stockton GCC 1995 Raymond Ferrucci.. ...Del Rio CC

Raymond R. Frazer*.....................San Jose CC

DeWitte S. Dobson*...................California CC

Ralph N. Burrell*................. La Rinconada CC

Dr. Sutro A. Frost*........... Monterey Pen. CC

Joseph Hauck*..,........................O|ympic Club

Dr. John Blemer* Diablo CC 2OA2 Jack Clark.... .............De1 Paso CC

Francis A. Watson*...............Spyglass Hill CC 2003 Joe Zablocki ...,,.'...Olympic Club

A.V. Wildbtood* ...........................San Jose CC 2ffi4 Gerry Williams.........Monterey Peninsula CC

Donald M. Phipps* ..San Jose CC 2005 Dick Graffis.. ....Contra Costa CC

Edwin R. Foley* Claremont CC 2006 Darrell J. Dett|ing...,................North Ridge CC

L997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2007

2008

2009

Dr. Robert G. Wa11is...........,.....,....Del Paso CC

Dr. Edward K. Prigge*..........De| Rio/Spyglass

G.A. Nemechek*.....................Mira Vista GCC

Milton T. Gabbs*......................Meadow Club 2010 William Beasley .Olympic Club
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