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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

by
Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Champion-
ship tournament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at
the Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participans in the competition and upon completion of play dl
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed
the situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French
and Brace Carter, then Secretary of the Northem California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a
spirit of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided

!o form an association comprised of senior golfers and at, once a committee comprised
of a dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed O
contact members of their clubs who were eligible in age-originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred

applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in August, 1929 at the
Burlingame Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in ttre ournament and

attended the dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted. John G.
Sutton was unanimously elected to the office of President and ttre organization was on
ic way with flying colors!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The 76th Annual Championship held in the spring at North
Ridge CC and Serrano CC in El Dorado Hills produced some

fine golf as well as the usual warn camaraderie between fellow
competitors who understand the game and enjoy each others

company. Low Gross honors went to Herb Jensen from Del
Paso Country Club while Tom Wagner from San Jose Country
Club captured the low net trophy.

In the fall we convened at Diablo Grande Resort and GC in
Patterson for our Annual Four-Ball Championship. Low Gross

went to the team of Jack Bariteau and John Nash, both from
Sequoyah Country Club, while Dick Graffis from Contra Costa

Golf Club and Mark Jackson from De Laveaga Golf Club were
the lou,net Champions.

An important comment is in order here about the Fall Four-Ball.
We learned very fortuitously at Diablo Grande that our four-ball
could be played (over two days) at a single golf course. This
concept will be repeated in the fall of '06 and '07. A word of
caution though, using a single golfcourse reduces the available

number of entry slots so we suggest that you get your entry in
as early as possible.

Financially your association is quite healthy and no dues increase is imminent. However, our favorable cash bal-

ance is subject to periodic increases in operating expenses. That's why we have a cash reserve.

Your board has revised, updated and clarified the by-laws in several important areas including delinquent dues

and membership limitations and eligibility. A copy of the newly revised by-laws is included in this Annual

Report.

One continuing problem we face is the reluctance of premier (usually private) golf clubs to make available their

facilities to us for two consecutive days of golf. Your Site Selection Committees, which reach three years into

the future, are hard at work confirming sites for future championships.

Finally, the association can not function without its five dedicated officers and eighteen exceptional govemors.

So, next time you run into a governor or officer thank him, or better, volunteer to help or serve.

Darrell Dettling will be your president for 2006. His leadership and the labor of the govemors will guide us and

will continue to ensure the health and effectiveness of the SGANC while Ryan Magee and Jane Jones perform

the staff functions effectively and loyally. Retiring governors this year include the following friends and hard

workers: Ed Flinn, Richard Levy, Tom Dahnhakl, John McGrath and Jim Krejci.

Cordially,

Qux4q.
Richard Graffis
President
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Ryan Magee

As s t. Secretary-Treasurer

OFFICERS FOR 2006 (left to right)
Ken Hopper Darrell Dettling Carlo Caralli

Treasurer President Secretary

lRrag'adt"

Fred Quadros
Wce-President

.. Brookside CC

San Joaquin CC

President
Vice-President .......
Treasurer....
Secretary....
Asst. Secretary-Treasurcr

Peter Ewing
William Giffen
Charles HodeI...............
Ken Hopper
Robert Lemos
Roger Marks

William Beasley....
Carlo Caralli
Danell Dettling
John Nakamura............
John Nash
Fred Quadros.......

Ed Flinn
Richard Graffis........
James Krejci
Richard Levy

$ €cn 6r at-r

OFFICERS FOR 2OO5

.. Richard Graffis..

.. Darrell Dettling..

.. Fred Quadros......

2OO5 BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Three Year Term

Two Year Term

One Year Term

Contra Costa CC
..... North Ridge CC
Corral de Tierra CC

San Jose CC
.... NCGA

Los Altos CC

Butte Creek CC

Marin GC
Del Rio CC

Olympic Club
San Jose CC

North Ridge CC
Sacramento CC

Sharon Heights CC
Corral de Tierra CC

..... Sequoyah CC
Orinda CC

Contra Costa CC
Diablo CC

..... Lake Merced CC
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1932-36John G. Sutton*......... Menlo Country Club

1937 44 Ralph A. Newell*................. Olympic Country Club

1945 Harry T. Haviside*............... Olympic Country Club

L945 James F. Lowrie*....... California Golf Club

lg47 J.E. French, Sr.*.............. San Francisco Golf Club

1948 Col. O.P.M. Hwzard*...... Presidio Golf Club

1949 J.C. Ady*.... ...Claremont Counry Club

1950 K.B. McCarthy*....................... Humboldt Golf Club

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

tg}g-3}John G. Surron*......... Menlo Country Club 1973 G.A. Nemechek* ............... Mim Vista Golf & C.C.

'31 Robert B. Henderson* Burlingame C.C. 1974 Milton T. Gabbs*.... ....... Meadow Club

1975 Walter J. Grierson* San Jose Country Club

1976 William V. Power'!..... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

1977 Elmer A. Schreiner*..........Monterey Peninsula C.C.

1978 Cadon W. Dawsonl Menlo Country Club

1979 Albert F. Johansen* Del Rio Golf & C.C.

1980 Raymond A. McGuire*.....Monterey Peninsula C.C.

1981 William N. Barlow*...........Claremont Counry Club

1982 Calvin H. Nelson*.. Peninsula Golf & C.C.

1983 Dr. Francis Whittaker..........San Jose Counry Club

1984 John G. Bannister*.... Orinda Country Club

1985 Dr. Gene Taano......... Sharon Heighs Golf & C.C.

1986 Harris M. Donaldson*.. Menlo Counry Club

1987 Gordon J. Aulik*...... Spyglass Hill G.C.

1988-89 V.E. "Pete" Barton................DeI Rio Country Club

1990 R. L. "Dick" Richards*.........'.......North Ridge C.C.

1991 J. William Jaques Napa Valley Golf & C.C.

f951 Paul Rudolph* San Jose Country Club

l9Y2 Robe( H. Singer Diablo Counry Club

1993 Lyrnan Clark,....... Los Altos Golf & Country Club

1994 Lyle Gray.... Sharon Heights Golf & Counry Club

1952

t952

1953

195/.

1955

r956

$57

1958

1959

Adolph Teichert, Jr.*........... Del Paso Country Club

Brace Carter ......... Menlo Country Club

Marsden S. Blois*...... Menlo Counry Club

E.N. Ayer*.. ......Olympic Country Club

Ben Corleff* .. Claremont Counry Club

Weller Noble*......... Claremont Country Club

A.E. Koletzke . Del Paso Country Club

Col. Warren J. Clear*................Cypress Point Club

Richard K. Whitmore*... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.

196l Raymond R. Frazer*............ San Jose Counry Club 1995 H. Langdon Hilleary Menlo Counry Club

tg62 DeWitte S. Dobson*.. California Golf Club 1996 Raymond Femrcci Del Rio Country Club

1963 Ralph N. Burrell*........ La Rinconada Country Club

19& Dr. Sutro A. Frost*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.

1997 Guy Baty Marin Country Club

1998 John Keane. ..... Peninsula Golf & C.C

1965 Joseph Hauck*........ ....... Olympic Club 1999 Russell T. Bigelow Orinda Counry Club

1960 Edward R. Smith* Stockon Golf & C.C

1965

1967

1968

1969

r970

t97l

972

Dr. John Blemer*....... Diablo Country Club

Francis A. Watson*........... Spyglass Hill Golf Club

A.V. Wildblood*.................. San Jose Country Club

Donald M. Phipps*.. Orinda Counry Club

Edwin R. Foley*.... Claremont Country Club

Dr. Robert G. Wallis*......... Del Paso Country Club

Dr. Edward K. Prigget.Del Rio/Spyglass Hill C.C.

Gordon E. Scoc................. Monterey Peninsula C'C'

Jack Stroud Los Altos C.C.

Jack Clark . Del Paso C'C'

Joe Zablocki OlYmPic Club

Gerry Williams .................... Monterey Peninsula C'C'

Dick Graffis Contra Costa C'C'

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005
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