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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
by
Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Champion-
ship tournament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at
the Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed
the situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French
and Brace Carter, then Secretary of the Northern California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a
spirit of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided
to form an association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised
of a dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to
contact members of their clubs who were eligible in age-originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred
applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in August, 1929 at the
Burlingame Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the tournament and
attended the dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted. John G.
Sutton was unanimously elected to the office of President and the organization was on
its way with flying colors!



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It's my pleasure to report on our tradition-filled Senior Golf Association of Northern California for 2004,
our 75th year.

Congratulations to our Spring Championship
winners: Gerry Schwartzel of Tehama, low gross
winner; and Richard Murray of Del Paso, low net
winner. From our Annual Four-Ball tournament Jim
Jenkins from Diablo CC and Steve Miraglia from
Sequoyah CC were the low gross winners and Bill
Carr from Visalia and Larry Ginsburg from Sequoyah
CC were the low net winners. Finally,
congratulations to all of our participants in those two
events. We were provided an opportunity to play four
East Bay Courses, two of which are among the oldest
in Northern California. The majority of our members
played these for the first time. Next year we move to
the Sacramento area to play North Ridge CC and
Serrano CC in the spring and on to Diablo Grande for
our Four-Ball in the fall.

Our organization is in excellent financial condition
(statement enclosed), and each of you is to be
commended for your share of our contribution to the
NCGA Foundation. Our funds are matched by the
NCGA to promote and encourage golf for deserving
juniors. This results in life teaching skills such as
honesty, integrity, math, and behavior where it is
sorely needed.

Our biggest ongoing challenge is the changing
philosophy of certain traditional clubs that discourage
outside play. Your Board of Governors is focused to
meet this challenge with site selection committees
working out three years to secure quality locations
for our two tournaments per year.

I'm appreciative of the efforts of our Board of Governors and Executive Committee to continue to improve
quality competitive golf for the Seniors of Northern California. Under the leadership of Richard Graffis the
future looks very good. Thank you for the privilege of 10 years of serving on the Board.

Sincerely,

Cpymdtl—

Gerald W. Williams

President
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2005 OFFICERS (left to right)
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PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1929-30 John G.- Sutton®............cccoeesie Menlo Country Club
1931° “Robert*Bi Henderson™..........c..co.s. Burlingame C.C.
1932-36 John G. Sutton*...................... Menlo Country Club
1937-44 Ralph A. Newell*................. Olympic Country Club
1945  Harry T. Haviside*.............. Olympic Country Club
1946° James BoLowrie*.......o.ociuiens California Golf Club
1947 ) EBrench, Sr.*............. San Francisco Golf Club
1948  Col. O.P.M. Hazzard*................. Presidio Golf Club
19498 T, AV vinnsoivinniessd Claremont Country Club
19508 SAIEBIIMECAIhYE. ..iuciiiicisossins Humboldt Golf Club
19517 SPaulsRudolph™ ........oiveiniis San Jose Country Club
1952,  Adolph Teichert, Jr.x.......... Del Paso Country Club
1950 - BrageiCaners........ooiiisssisd Menlo Country Club
1953y < MarsdentSsBlois ¥l coivivineer Menlo Country Club
1934 SIBINDVAYEPE il Olympic Country Club
1955 BeniCorletEr........c..conveins Claremont Country Club
1956, WelleriNoble*........... ienies Claremont Country Club
19575 . AEKoletzke........ i Del Paso Country Club
1958  Col. Warren J. Clear*................ Cypress Point Club
1959  Richard K. Whitmore*... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
1960  Edward R. Smith*................. Stockton Golf & C.C.
1961 Raymond R. Frazer*............ San Jose Country Club
1962 “DeWitte S Dobson*.......cvew California Golf Club
1963  Ralph N. Burrell*........ La Rinconada Country Club
1964  Dr. Sutro A. Frost*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
10658 OSephEHABEKE ... iiiasimis Olympic Club
1966: Dr. John Blemer¥*...........c.c.c... Diablo Country Club
1967  Francis A. Watson*........... Spyglass Hill Golf Club
1968  A.V. Wildblood*.................. San Jose Country Club
1969 Donald M. Phipps*.................. Orinda Country Club
1970 Edwin R. Foley*................ Claremont Country Club
1971  Dr. Robert G. Wallis*......... Del Paso Country Club
1972 Dr. Edward K. Prigge*. Del Rio/Spyglass Hill C.C.

*Deceased

19737 “GATNemechek® s o2 Mira Vista Golf & C.C.
1974  “Milton " T. Gabbs®..........cciiiiismsitonins Meadow Club
1975, Walter.J.s Grierson®*.........c... San Jose Country Club
1976  William V. Power*..... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
1977  Elmer A. Schreiner*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1978  Carlton W. Dawson*............... Menlo Country Club
1979 - Albert:F. Johansen®..........c.... Del Rio Golf & C.C.
1980 Raymond A. McGuire*..... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1981  William N. Barlow*........... Claremont Country Club
1982 Calvin H. Nelson*................ Peninsula Golf & C.C.
1983  Dr. Francis Whittaker .......... San Jose Country Club
1984  John G. Bannister*.................. Orinda Country Club
1985 Dr. Gene Taano ......... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
1986  Harris M. Donaldson*.............. Menlo Country Club
1987 ' Gordon J. Aulik*..............ccoveneee Spyglass Hill G.C.
1988-89 V.E. "Pete" Barton ................ Del Rio Country Club
1990:  Rolu "Dick™Richards®:...nti North Ridge C.C.
1991 J. William Jaques ........... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
1992 Robert H. Singer .........occoeen Diablo Country Club
1993  Lyman Clark ........ Los Altos Golf & Country Club
1994  Lyle Gray .... Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club
1995 H. Langdon Hilleary ............... Menlo Country Club
1996° * Raymond Femucci ................ Del Rio Country Club
1997 . GUyEBatys. s v Marin Country Club
1998+ . JohneKeanezian...onans Peninsula Golf & C.C.
1999  Russell T. Bigelow................. Orinda Country Club
2000 “Gordon'E. Scoft.........cviives Monterey Peninsula C.C.
2001 Jack Seud ... ciiimniiasssitesitie Los Altos C.C.
2002+ Slackd@lavk b L LR Del Paso C.C.
2003" " JoeZablock ... innn i e Olympic Club
2004  Gerry Williams ...ccoeeerecvennene Monterey Peninsula C.C.



