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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
by
Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Champion-
ship tournament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at
the Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed
the situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French
and Brace Carter, then Secretary of the Northern California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a
spirit of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided
to form an association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised
of a dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to
contact members of their clubs who were eligible in age-originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred
applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in August, 1929 at the
Burlingame Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the tournament and
attended the dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted. John G.
Sutton was unanimously elected to the office of President and the organization was on
its way with flying colors!



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Holding the roster of the membership of the Senior Golf Association of Northern California while overlooking the beautiful
vista of the Poppy Ridge Golf Course, I feel a sense of pride for the privilege of serving as your President during the past
year.

It is my pleasure to report that your association successfully completed its
74th year in sound financial condition and sustained a strong and vibrant
membership.

Our 74th annual Championship was conducted at Rancho Cafiada Golf Club
in Carmel Valley on May 12 and 13. [ must say, the Championship and the
competition was a success, although I must admit we endured a prolonged
agony over the scoring situation and in producing the final results. However,
since then our staff and your Board labored hard and long to remedy the
situation and to that end, feel we have succeeded.

Our Four-Ball Championship was held on September 8 and 9 at Del Rio
Country Club and Spring Creek Golf & Country Club. The effort that
Tournament Chairman Gerry Williams and his committee made, reflected on
their producing the scores and final results in a most prompt and smooth
manner. We trust we can accomplish this in future tournaments using the
system developed by this Committee.

I congratulate all the participants and the champions of these two tournaments.
See the results on pages 8 and 10.

Besides the great improvement in our scoring system, your Board has taken a
giant step towards eliminating a problem that has bothered us and our
members for some time — the dreaded 5-1/2 to 6 hour round at our
tournaments. The board has voted to limit our future fields to 96 contestants
on each course. This should solve the problem of the agonizing slow play and
reduce the time we spend on the course. These two issues should make our
tournaments more enjoyable ... and that’s what it’s all about.

The year 2004 looks very promising. Tournament Committee Chairman,
Richard Graffis, and his committee have contracted for some great and exciting venues for our Championships. Please refer
to “Heads Up For 2004.” Remember, due to the 96 player limit — don’t be left out ... get your applications in promptly!

This year, we contributed $5700 to the NCGA Foundation at the Northern California Golf Association’s annual meeting.
This money comes from our dues and additional gifts from our members. This is a very worthy program and deserves our
ongoing support.

I would like to thank all the members of our dedicated Board of Governors who give so generously of their time, effort and
talent that contributes to the successful operation of our association. I’d also like to express my appreciation to Christine
Kashfi, our assistant secretary, for her efforts and skill in keeping our association running smoothly and efficiently. It has
been a pleasure for all of us to work with her. Finally, a heartfelt thank you to Past Presidents Jack Clark, Jack Stroud and
Lang Hilleary for their friendship, advice and counsel.

Under the guidance of your incoming President, Gerry Williams, and your Board of Governors, I’'m sure this will be another
successful year for the Senior Golf Association of Northern California.

1 enjoyed my tenure on the Board of Governors and being your President has been a privilege and an honor.

Sincerely,
& e OFFICERS FOR 2003
President et JOB Zabloekit: i csonviiviciiions The Olympic Club
Joseph Zablocki Vice-President...........ccceerennnnnnee Gerty Williams <. oo Monterey Peninsula CC
President RreasSUrer micia s Richard Graffis.............c.cocciinns Contra Costa CC
SECTEIATY ivisesisisssvssessssssusrpsassns Darrell Detting ... .......ccoe. i North Ridge CC
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer......... Christine Kashfi ... NCGA



2004 OFFICERS (left to right)

Richard Graffis Christine Kashfi Gerry Williams Fred Quadros Darrell Dettling
Vice-President Asst. Secretary- President Secretary Treasurer
Treasurer
OFFICERS FOR 2004
O o1 G e P A e e Gerry Williams.............. Monterey Peninsula CC
Vice-President & wn v nn s e Richard Grafhis ... Contra Costa CC
LTeasurer . niain s i s Rl Derrell DEling ......c...oiiiiines North Ridge CC
SeCretany s nmr vtk e Sl Fred'Quadfos.ioinl. . onnnal Corral de Tierra CC
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer...........c..c......... Christine Kashfi/Ryan Magee................... NCGA
2004 BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Three Year Term
EIEDEE E NG v i i A S B P B s R B e S eSS North Ridge CC
SO PSRRI, 1 ol i B ks o A s A Bt b i Sacramento GC
L LS T R I S L e (VR g LN Corral de Tierra CC
Wil IRBIEY .ot s i B s e e A A Olympic Club

O T A T L ol e e b e e ot oo Sequoyah CC
B s e T et i e e e e e e T T T Orinda CC
RichardiGralfis, = ... o i s s T e R i Contra Costa CC
FOMRBIGRG. ..o amimmiite et e ARG B i e Sharon Heights GCC
RIS IBICE .. oo siniimmsss il A B SRR el Diablo CC
BB ONY . o o ishioms s el e e e s T T Lake Merced GC
SO I L o i i ek s A S Del Paso CC

WRMCHIADE v i v it AT RS e el e S e e e Marin CC
B LT TP S EE O SR S S San Jose CC
PO BWING .. ..oociec ittt bbbk e sssnposieissssassabusanicns Los Altos GCC
BT N IR T SR G Butte Creek CC
i SRS T AL, S I D AL A San Joaquin CC
BOUOE WEINR v o s b N S s R Del Rio CC
£ T P C N PSRt SN e A Monterey Peninsula CC



PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1929-30 John G. Sutton*...................... Menlo Country Club
1931 sRobert:B. Henderson®:.i..........ccc00 Burlingame C.C.
1932-36 John G. Sutton*...................... Menlo Country Club
1937-44 Ralph A. Newell*................. Olympic Country Club
1945  Harry T. Haviside*............... Olympic Country Club
1946  James F. Lowrie*................... California Golf Club
1947 = B Hrench, St-%..... i San Francisco Golf Club
1948  Col. O.P.M. Hazzard*................. Presidio Golf Club
19495 - RC AdYE... g Claremont Country Club
19505 IGBEMe@arthy® .......ooiveniniis Humboldt Golf Club
1951 UPaulsRudolph®........c...e.i. San Jose Country Club
1952 Adolph Teichert, Jr.x........... Del Paso Country Club
19528 Brace @arters ... ou i Menlo Country Club
1953 « Marsden:S: Blois®..cicc...ociveseen Menlo Country Club
1954 < SEINTAYEEY L .. iiosinstostonss Olympic Country Club
1955¢ - FHentCarlelts.. . ......o0.. Claremont Country Club
1956 ¢ Weller:Noble®..........5o..0.e Claremont Country Club
1957 AE:Koletzke®.........c.oci00s Del Paso Country Club
1958 Col: Warren J. Clear*................ Cypress Point Club
1959  Richard K. Whitmore*... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
1960 Edward R. Smith*................. Stockton Golf & C.C.
1961 Raymond R. Frazer*............ San Jose Country Club
1962 BeWitte S. Dobson*............... California Golf Club
1963  Ralph N. Burrell*........ La Rinconada Country Club
1964  Dr. Sutro A. Frost*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1965 - JosepheHAuck™ ..o o Olympic Club
1966  Dr. John Blemer*.................... Diablo Country Club
1967 Francis A. Watson*........... Spyglass Hill Golf Club
1968  A.V. Wildblood*.................. San Jose Country Club
1969  Donald M. Phipps*.................. Orinda Country Club
1970 Edwin R. Foley*................ Claremont Country Club
1971  Dr. Robert G. Wallis*......... Del Paso Country Club
1972  Dr. Edward K. Prigge*. Del Rio/Spyglass Hill C.C.

*Deceased

19737 AGIASNemeehek® « e, Mira Vista Golf & C.C.
1974 Milton" T AGAbDRY - L. v i v s Meadow Club
1975... Walter J. Grierson* ............ San Jose Country Club
1976  William V. Power*..... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
1977  Elmer A. Schreiner*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1978  Carlton W. Dawson*............... Menlo Country Club
1979  Albert F. Johansen*................ Del Rio Golf & C.C.
1980 Raymond A. McGuire*..... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1981  William N. Barlow*........... Claremont Country Club
1982° ~Calenmi“H: Nelson®*-.....o... Peninsula Golf & C.C.
1983  Dr. Francis Whittaker .......... San Jose Country Club
1984  John G. Bannister*.................. Orinda Country Club
1985  Dr. Gene Taano ......... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
1986  Harris M. Donaldson*.............. Menlo Country Club
1987 “‘Gordon Y. AUNK® ... ... Spyglass Hill G.C.
1988-89 V.E. "Pete" Barton ................ Del Rio Country Club
1990. R L:"Dick! Richards®e........... North Ridge C.C.
1991 J. William Jaques ........... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
1992 Robert H. Singer ................... Diablo Country Club
1993 Lyman Clark ........ Los Altos Golf & Country Club
1994  Lyle Gray .... Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club
1995 H. Langdon Hilleary ............... Menlo Country Club
1996 Raymond Ferrucci ................ Del Rio Country Club
1997 GuyiBaly .t Marin Country Club
1998 John RS ccvvioisiininioss: Peninsula Golf & C.C.
1999 Russell T. Bigelow................. Orinda Country Club
2000 - GordonE: ‘SCott. ;s Monterey Peninsula C.C.
2001  Jack Stroud Los Altos C.C.
20025 “laeleClanks s vanian. SRR TLY Del Paso C.C.



