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ORIGIN OF

SBNIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
by

Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Champion-

ship oumament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association ook place at

the Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all

departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition

and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed

the situalion. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French

and Brace Carlsr, then Secretary of the Northem California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a

spirit of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided

!o form an association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised

of a dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed o
contact members of their clubs who were eligible in age-originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months tlree hundred

applicans were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in August, 1929 at the

Burlingame Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the ournament and

attended the dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted" John G.

Sutton was unanimously elected to the office of President and the organization was on

its way wittr flying colors!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The SGANC has completed the 1900's in fine status with money in the bank and a healthy expanded waiting list as we continue to move
forward with our plans to attract future members from new and/or "under represented clubs".

It was a pleasure to have the championship tournament return to Orinda and Claremont Country Clubs after 20 years. In fact the return
to those courses proved to be very beneficial to our first time gross and net champions. Bob Callan of The Olympic Club, a first year
member, shot a two under par 138 to win. He had played Orinda many times and until a few years ago hetd the competitive course
record of 65. The net championship went to Jim Kelly of Claremont who shot six under net each day to walk away from the field with a
128, a nine stroke winner. Congratulations to both for their first championships.

The four-ball tournament at Auburn Valley Country Club
also was very successf'ul. The location attracted more
entries than the 128 that could be accommodated and was
played in beautiful weather. This event also resulted in
first time winners with Harvey Kohs and Jim Sullivan of
Pasatiempo winning the tie-breaker from trvo-time
defending champions, Jim McMurtrey and Bill Celli;
both shot 137. The net winners were Charlie Quinn and
Don Ridge of San Jose Country Club with a 127.

At the NCGA Annual Meeting in October, Vice President
Gordon Scott presented a check for $5,455.00 to Gary
Vandeweghe, Chairman of the NCGA Foundation (also a

SGANC member) to be used in support ofjunior golf.
This amount comes from our dues and additional gifts by
members and is one of the largest single independent
contributions that the Foundation receives.

At the October Board of Governors meeting, the board
approved two changes to the by-laws: A restructuring of
the otficer positions to match them with their regularly
assigned duties, and setting forth a procedure to fill
vacancies on the Board as a result of mid-term
resignations. The By-laws had not covered this situation
and yet we have had four such resignations in the past

four years.

On behalf of the membership and the Governors, I express our thanks to the three retiring Governors: Dick Graffis, Jim McMurtrey and

Don Riess. They all have been very active in all phases of the association's activities and they will be missed.

I personally express my thanks to our officers and Governors for their untiring efforts on behalfofthe members ofthis organization.
Our tournaments would not occur without such efforts. I also add a special thanks to our Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, Christine Frost.

She is the person that keeps us going, and I dropped the ball at the Annual Meeting by not even introducing her. With these words, I
give her a "standing ovation" for ajob well done.

I have enjoyed serving on the Board and as your President this past year. I wish the best to your new President, Gordon Scott, his

officers and board members who are taking our championship to the Fresno area for the first time. On to 2000 . . .

Sincerely,

E,*
Russell T. Bigelow
President

President........
I st Vice-President ......

2nd Vice-President.....

OFFICERS FOR 1999

.....Russ Bigelow Orinda CC

......... Monterey Peninsula CC

Los Altos GCC

Secretary-Treasurer
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer............................Christine Frost.....
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From Left to Right - Officers 2000

lst Vice President

Jack Stroud

President....
lst Vice-President
2nd Vice-President
Secretary-Treasurer .........

Asst. Secretary-Treasurer

Tom Danhakl......
Ed Flinn
Robert Graumann
John Kluga..........
Gerald Williams.
Joe Zablocki .......

Jack Clark........
Warren Ahr......
Richard Levy...
Bill Logan........
Stan Gum.........
Carlo Caralli....

Darrell Dettling
Basil Garrett....
Richard Morris
Gordon Scott...
Stanley Young.
Jack Stroud......

Asst. -Secty. -Treas.

Christine Frost
2nd Vice-President

Jack Clark
Secretary-Treasurer

Ioe Zablocki
(Not Pictr.red)

. Monterey Peninsula CC

...............Los Altos GCC
Del Paso CC

.................Olympic Club
......... NCGA

............Sequoyah CC
Orinda CC
Diablo CC

Sharon Heights GCC
...............De1 Rio CC
...........Olympic Club

DelPaso CC
Marin CC

.. Lake Merced GCC

......... Claremont CC

............A1maden CC
San Jose CC

North Ridge CC
Round Hill CC
Stockton GCC

... Monterey Peninsula CC

......Graegle Meadows GC

................. Los Altos GCC

President

Gordon Scott

OFFICERS FOR 2OOO

Gordon Scott.....
Jack Stroud........
Jack C1ark..........
Joe Zablocki......
Christine Frost...

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Three Year Term

Two Year Term

One Year Term
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1929-30 John G. Sutton*

]1 Robert B. Henderson*

1932-36John G. Sutton*......... Menlo Country Club

1937-44 Ralph A. Newell*................. Olympic Counrry Club

1945 Hany T. Haviside*............... Olympic Counny Club

1945 James F. Lowrie*........ California Golf Club

1947 J.E. French, Sr.*.............. San Francisco Golf Club

1948 Col. O.P.M. Hazzud*...... Presidio Golf Club

1949 J.C. Ady*.... ... Claremont Counry Club

1950 K.B. McCarthy* Humboldt Golf Club

1951 Paul Rudolph*..................... San Jose Country Club

1952 Adolph Teichert, Jr.*........... Del Paso Country Club

1952 Brace Carter* Menlo Counry Club

Menlo Country Club

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Menlo Counry Club 1973 G.A. Nemechek* ............... Mira Vista Golf & C.C

Burlingame C.C. 1974 Milton T. Gabbs* Meadow Club

1975

1976

t977

1978 Carlton W. Dawson

1979 Albert F. Johansen*

Walter J. Grierson* San Jose Country Club

William V. Power...... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

Elmer A. Schreiner*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.

Menlo Country Club

Del Rio Golf & C.C.

1953 Marsden S. Blois*

1980

1981

t982

1983

t9u

1985

1986

1987

Raymond A. McGuire*..... Monterey Peninsula C.C.

William N. Barlow*........... Claremont Country Club

Calvin H. Nelson*.. Peninsula Golf & C.C.

Dr. Francis Whittaker .......... San Jose Country Club

John G. Bannister*.... Orinda Country Club

Dr. Gene Taano......... Sharon Heighs Golf & C.C.

Hanis M. Donaldson*.. Menlo Counry Club

Gordon J. Aulik*...... Spyglass Hill G.C.1954

1955

's56

,957

r958

1959

1961

1962

1963

t9&

1965

E.N. Ayer*.. ......Olympic Country Club

Ben Corlett* .. Claremont Country Club

Weller Noble*......... Claremont Country Club

A.E. Ko1et2kex.................... Del Paso Country Club

Col. Warren J. Clear*................ Cypress Point Club

Richard K. Whitmore*... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.

1988-89 V.E. "Pete" Barton Del Rio Counny Club

1990 R. L. "Dick" Richards*... North Ridge C.C.

l99l J. William Jaques Napa Valley Golf & C.C.

1992 Robe( H. Singer Diablo Country Club

1993 Lyman CIark........ Los Altos Golf & Country Club

1994 Lyle Gray.... Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club

1995 H. Langdon Hilleary Menlo Counry Club

1996 Raymond Femrccr Del Rio Country Club

1997 Guy Baty I\4arin Country Club

1998 John Keane ..... Peninsula Golf & C.C.

1960 Edward R. Smith* Stockton Golf & C.C.

Raymond R. Frazer*............ San Jose Counry Club

DeWitte S. Dobsonx.. California Golf Club

Ralph N. Burrell*........ La Rinconada Country Club

Dr. Sutro A. Frostx.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.

Joseph Hauck*......... ...... Olympic Club

1966 Dr. John Blemerx Diablo Country Club

1967 Francis A. Watson*........... Spyglass Hill Golf Club

1968 A.V. Wildblmd*.................. San Jose Country Club

1969 Donald M. Phipps*.. Orinda Counry Club

1970 Edwin R. Foleyx..... Claremont Country Club

l97l Dr. Robert G. Wallis*......... Del Paso Country Club

72 Dr. Edward K. higget. Del Rio/Spyglass Hill C.C.
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