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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
by
Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Champion-
ship tournament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at
the Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed
the situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French
and Brace Carter, then Secretary of the Northern California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a
spirit of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided
to form an association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised
of a dozen senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to
contact members of their clubs who were eligible in age-originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred
applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in August, 1929 at the
Burlingame Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the tournament and
attended the dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted. John G.
Sutton was unanimously elected to the office of President and the organization was on
its way with flying colors!



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

How quickly time flies when you are enjoying yourself. It seems like only yesterday that I was given the privilege
of serving as president of the Senior Golf Association of Northern California.

I was pleased to report that we have had another exciting year. We had a full field in both our championship and four-
ball tournaments. A big thank-you to our tournament chairman, Guy Baty who did an outstanding job in organizing
these events. Jim McMurtry won the low gross championship for the third year in a row with a new record score of
141. Gene Taggart was the overall low net winner with a 137.

The four-ball tournament low gross winners were Chuck Weil
and Jack Bratton with a 136, and Don Berg and Jim Riedstra
won low net with a 127. Congratulations to all of you.

One of the highlights of this year was our members’ generosity
in contributing $2,070 to the NCGA Foundation for Junior
Golf. It was one of the largest contributions received by the
Foundation.

In May we adopted a new crest, plastic name tag and an
official tie. These items will be given to all new members as
part of the initiation fee. All other members of the association
may purchase them from our assistant secretary-treasurer.

The Brace Carter New Championship Trophy was finally
reconditioned and can now accommodate names of the low net
winners for the next fifty years.

Russ Bigelow, our treasurer, reports that we remain in a very
healthy financial condition with a nice cash reserve.

Many of you helped make this a successful year but special
recognition is due the officers, board members and committee
chairmen for all their assistance. A sincere thank you to all of
you.

I must also thank my predecessor, Lang Hilleary, for his guidance and counsel during the year. Kudos also to Bob
Singer, chairman of the scoring committee, for his hard work and advice as well as Christine Frost for her many
hours of work year around.

I have had many experiences over the years which seemed at the time to be ultimate. However, the presidency of our
association has been the highlight of all. It has been an honor and a privilege to have held the office of president and
I shall cherish the memories of this year.
I extend my best wishes to our new president, Guy Baty, and the Board of Govemors for a successful 1997.
Thanks for the memories!

Sincerely,

/

Ray Ferrucci
President

OFFICERS FOR 1996

RBresident oo o nvnnnnrnam s i RAYMONATEEITUCCE .o ovvvsiiesssnssmssssssassmssniwsresissoptasaionoine Del Rio CC
IstVace-Presidents. . ol i it M (G112 =01 o 7 e e S N PO SRR E B 5 vt v ey Marin CC
RHARVICCZREeSIdBNt o8 SRRl s JORNEIECANEH: cosiivvsvmsvs seiinsiss i biisssnowavyiosusinusy S oy Peninsula GCC
SECTAATY=TICASTUIEE. .o sbliss ssneivossivsmisieroniesians iinmnsmsssinss BB BRI ......:.onmivinrovsssmsmsnsnorsssorss AEN GUR N Il Orinda CC
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer............cccoocvveeveeeieieeeeeeeeeenennes ChESHNEIEIOSt i s s S o s NCGA



From Left to Right - Officers 1997

Ist Vice President President Asst.-Secty.-Treas. Secretary-Treasurer 2nd Vice-President
John Keane Guy Baty Christine Frost Gordon Scott Russ Bigelow
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PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1929-30 John G. Sutton*...................... Menlo Country Club
1931 Robert B. Henderson*.................... Burlingame C.C.
1932-36 John G. Sutton*...................... Menlo Country Club
1937-44 Ralph A. Newell*................. Olympic Country Club
1945  Harry T. Haviside*............... Olympic Country Club
1946  James F. Lowrie*................... California Golf Club
1947  J.E. French, Sr.*.............. San Francisco Golf Club
1948  Col. O.P.M. Hazzard*................. Presidio Golf Club
1949 - J.CwAdyE ot e Claremont Country Club
1950 K.B. McCarthy*..........cccccoeuene Humboldt Golf Club
1951  Paul Rudolph*..................... San Jose Country Club
1952 Adolph Teichert, Jr.x........... Del Paso Country Club
1952  Brace Carter®............cinsesiseses Menlo Country Club
1953  Marsden S. Blois*................... Menlo Country Club
1964, ENWAYer® s ormes ey sl Olympic Country Club
1955 Ben Corlett® .ot Claremont Country Club
1956  Weller Noblex.................... Claremont Country Club
1957 AE. Koletzke*.................... Del Paso Country Club
1958  Col. Warren J. Clear*............... Cypress Point Club
1959  Richard K. Whitmore*... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
1960  Edward R. Smith*................. Stockton Golf & C.C.
1961 Raymond R. Frazer*............ San Jose Country Club
1962  DeWitte S. Dobson*................ California Golf Club
1963  Ralph N. Burrell*........ La Rinconada Country Club
1964  Dr. Sutro A. Frost*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1965  Joseph HauckX...........cccovvreeereererecnenes Olympic Club
1966  Dr. John Blemer*.................... Diablo Country Club
1967  Francis A. Watson*........... Spyglass Hill Golf Club
1968  A.V. Wildblood*.................. San Jose Country Club
1969  Donald M. Phipps*.................. Orinda Country Club
1970  Edwin R. Foley*................ Claremont Country Club
1971  Dr. Robert G. Wallis*......... Del Paso Country Club
1972  Dr. Edward K. Prigge .. Del Rio/Spyglass Hill C.C.

*Deceased

1973  G.A. Nemechek* ............... Mira Vista Golf & C.C.
1974  Milton T. Gabbs*.........ccceervrererurrerennen Meadow Club
1975  Walter J. Grierson* ............ San Jose Country Club
1976  William V. Power ...... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
1977  Elmer A. Schreiner*.......... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1978  Carlton W. Dawson ................ Menlo Country Club
1979  Albert F. Johansen ................. Del Rio Golf & C.C.
1980 Raymond A. McGuire*..... Monterey Peninsula C.C.
1981  William N. Barlow*.......... Claremont Country Club
1982 - Calvin H. Nelson*................ Peninsula Golf & C.C.
1983  Dr. Francis Whittaker .......... San Jose Country Club
1984  John G. Bannister*.................. Orinda Country Club
1985  Dr. Gene Taano......... Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
1986  Harris M. Donaldson*.............. Menlo Country Club
1987  Gordon J. Aulik*..........cceevverenne Spyglass Hill G.C.
1988-89 V.E. "Pete" Barton ................ Del Rio Country Club
1990 R. L. "Dick" Richards ...........c..... North Ridge C.C.
1991 J. William Jaques ........... Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
1992  Robert H. Singer ................... Diablo Country Club
1993 Lyman Clark ........ Los Altos Golf & Country Club
1994  Lyle Gray..... Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club
1995  H. Langdon Hilleary................ Menlo Country Club
1996  Raymond Ferrucci ................ Del Rio Country Club



