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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

by
Brace Carter

on a cold foggy day in september, 1928, the final round of the Senior championship
toumament conducted by the Northem Califomia Golf Association took place at the
Presidio Colf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the peri,od of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were nor available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed the
situation. The four included John G. Surton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French and
Brace carter, then secretary of the Northem california colf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a spirir
of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided ro form an
association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised of a dozen
senior members of different clubs in Northem Califomia was appointed to contact
members of their clubs who were eligible in age-originally frfty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred
applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place inJune, l9Z9 atthe Burlingame
Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the toumament and attended the
dinner ar which rime a consriturion and by-laws were adopted. John G. Sutton was
unanimously elected to the office of President and the organizarion was on its way with
flying colors!

2



CHAMPIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION TO DATE

1929
r930

Dr. C.H. WaI Sequoyah Country Club
Sequoyah Country Club
Sequoyah Country Club
Sequoyah Country Club

J.A. (Babe) Ritchie1...........................Sockton Golf & C.C.

J.A. (Babe) Ritchiet........................... Stockton Golf & C.C.
Co-Champions

Witliam D. Higginst ........................ Olympic Country Club
Harry JDr. Roderick O Claremont C.C.

Dr. C.H. Walter1............................. Sequoyah Counry Club

Dr. Roderick O .Claremont C.C.

Dr. C.H. Wal Sequoyah Country Club

W.J. Kenworthyt...................................' Alameda Colf Club

Dr. Roderick O'Connert..... .'Claremont C.C.

Harry H. Lake Merced Golf & C.C

Milton l,athamt .........................'...... Olympic Country Club

W.J. Kenworthyt.................................... Alameda Colf Club

W.J. Kenworthyt.................'.................. Alameda Golf Club

No Toumament
Milton Lathamt................................. Olympic Country Club

W.J. Kenworthyt ........................'.....'.... Alameda Golf Club

Weller Claremont Country Club
Claremont Country Club

Barton J Olympic Country Club

J. Murray Huntf............................Pasatiempo Country Club

Barton J. Bridgefordt.......................Olympic Country Club

Weller Noblet .........Claremont Country Club

Weller Noblet ........ Claremont Country Club

C.W. WiI1ianrst .............................'.. San Josc Corrntry Club

Dr. Sutro A. Frost Napa Valley Country Club

1962
1963Dr. C.H. Walter

931 Dr. C.H. W

Weller Noblet

1933

1934
1935

t936
1931

1938
1939

1940
1941

1942
1943

1944

r945
1946
1947

1948

1949
1950
195 I
t952
r 953

t954
1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1964
1965

1966

t967
1968

1969
1970
t9'lt
t972
t9'13
1974
1975
1976
1971

r978
r979
1980
1981

1982

r 983
t9u
1985

1986

r987
1988
1989

1990
l99l
t992

Harry J. Crav
Harry J. Carviottot .....

William D. Higgins *
William D. Higgins t......................... Olympic Country Club
George Kerrigant...... ..............Meadow CIub

Emest Pieper,

Louis P. (Hank) Lucente
Louis P. (Hank) Lucente

James T. McMurtrey
James T. McMurtreY

William V. I)ower..
Ehncr A. Schrciner
Carlton W. Dawson
Albert F. Johansen .

Rayrrrond A. McGuire
William N. Barlow

Del Monte Golf & C.C.
Del Monte Golf & C.C.
Del Monte Golf & C.C.
.Olympic Counry CIub

San Jose Country Club
San Jose Country Club
San Jose Country Club

San Jose Country Club
San Jose Country Club

Diablo Country CIub

Diablo Country Club

.................. Sharon Heights Goli & C.C.

Montcrey Peninsula C.C.

Menlo Country Club

Del Rio Golf & C.C.

Monterey Peninsula C.C'
Clarernont CountrY CIub

W.F. CoIm ...,.................. Monterey Peninsula Country Club

W.F. Colm ...................... Monterey Peninsula Country Club

Mat Palacio ....................Marin Country CIub

Emie Pieper, Jr :f San Jose Country Ciub

Dr. Gene Taano.............,..........Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

Dr. Edward A. Baker ... Orinda Country Club

Dr. Gene Taano........................ Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

Jack Bariteau .............San Jose Country Club

Weller Noblet .........Clarernont Country Club

George Studinger*........................ Lake Merced Golf & C.C.

Ceorge Smdingert............'..........Lake Merced Golf & C.C.

George Studingert....................'.. Lake Merced Golf & C.C.

Ray Harwoodt "..','......San Mateo Golf Club

Adrian C. McManusf................'....O'Donnell Country Club

Adrian C. McManust,..............."..O'Donnell Country Club

Jack Bariteau .............San Josc Country Club

Roy Goodrow ........Thc Villages Colf & C.C'

Mat Palacio Marin Counry Club

Roy Goodrow ......'.The Villages Golf & C.C.

Charles Van Linge Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.Lylc Gray
Floyd Corbett Del Rio Country CIub

Charles Van Linge Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

960
961

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1929

1929-30
1931

1932-36
1937 -44
1945
t946
t947
1948

1949
1950
r95I
1952
t952
I 953

1954

r955
I 956
1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

t962

Dr. C.H. Walter*
John G. Sutton*

Sequoyah Country Club

Menlo Country Club

Robert B. Henderson* Burlingame C.C.

John G. Sutton* ............Menlo Country CIub

Ralph A. Newell* Olympic Country Club
Olympic Country ClubHarry T. Haviside*

James F. Lowrie*
J.E. Frcnch, Sr.*

.......... Calilomia Golf Club
San Francisco Golf Cluh

Col. O.P.M. Hazzwd* ..'.'.Presidio 6otf Club

J.C. Ady* Claremont Country Club

K.B. McCarthy* Humboldt Golf Club

Paul Rudolph* San Jose Country Club
Del Paso Country ClubAdolph Teichert, Jr.*

Brace Carter* .. Menlo Country Club
Menlo Country Club

E.N. Ayer* Olympic Country Club
Ben Corlett* Claremont Country Club

Claremont Country Club
.........DeI Paso CountrY Club

Cypress Point Club
.................Nupa Valley Golf & C.C.

Edward R. Smith* .."Stockton Golf & C.C.

Raymond R. Frazer* .San Jose Country Club

DeWitte S. Dobson* .....Califomia Golf Club

Joseph Hauck*

*Deceased

Dr. John Blemer* Diablo Country Club

Francis A. Watson+ Spyglass Hill Golf Club

A.V. Wildblood* .............................. San Jose Counrry CIub

Donald M. Phipps* .....'Orinda Counry Club

Edwin R. Foley* ............................ Clarernont Country Club

Dr. Robert G. Wallis* ......................DeI Paso Country Club

Dr. Etlward K. Priggc ................DeI Rio Spyglass Hill C.C.

G.A. Nemechek Mira Vista Golf & C.C

Milton T. Gabbst........... """""Meadow Club

Walter J. Grierson 1........................... San Jose Country Club

Marsden S. Blois*

Weller Noble*
A.E. Koletzke*
Col. Warren J. Clear*.
Richard K. Whitmore*

1966
1967
1968

I 969
1970
t9'7 t
19'72

1913
t9'14
1975

t9'16
r971
le?8
t9't9
1980
198 r

1982
1983

1984
1985

1986

r987
1988-89
1990
1991

1992

Calvin H. Nelson Pcninsula Golf & C.C'

San Jose CountrY ClubDr. Francis Whittaker
John G. Bannistert..... ..Orinda Cotrntry Club

Dr. Gene Taano........................ Sharon Heights Goli & C'C'

Hanis M. Donaldson ....Menlo Country Club

Gordon J. Aulik """"""" Spyglass Hill G'C'

V.E. "Pete" Barton Del Rio CounrY Club

963 Ralph N. Burrell*.....................LaRinconadaCountryClub
Dr. Sutro A. Frost* Monterey Peninsula C.C.

R.L. "Dick" Richards .........North Ridge C'C'

J. Witliam Jaques ............,,...........Napa Valley Golf & C'C'

Robert H. Singer............. Diablo Counry Club
1964

1965 Olympic Club
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Our Annual Championship, played at Diablo and Blackhawk Country Clubs, was won by Jim
McMurtrey of Diablo, a repeat of his 1991 win. This is the first time in 10 years we have had
a back-to-back champiort. Low Net honors went to Ken Hock of Blackhawk. Castlewood
Country Club was the site of our Better Ball Championship. Congratulations to all the winners.

In 1993 the Annual Tournament will be played on May 17 and 18 at Los Altos Golf and Country
Club and Palo Alto Hills Country Club. The Better Ball will be on September 13 and 14 at the
Sonoma Golf Club. Mark your calendars!

A major change in the Association, effective January 1, was the transfer of administrative
functions frorn Alta Somers to the NCGA. Our first year with NCGA's Roger Val and Connie
Tenorio has worked out so well that the Board and NCGA have mutually agreed to renew our
agreement for 1993. We are very pleased with their excellent service. Alta was honored for
her 18 years of service to SGANC at our annual dinner meeting in May at Diablo.

The waiting list for membership has grown from 151 to 179 in the past year even after taking
in 34 new mernbers. Obviously our Association is attractive to senior golfers.

We incurred a deficit of $6,911, prirnarily in administrative expenses. The reasons are the
transition costs to NCGA (mostly non-recurring) and a Board decision to charge trophy costs to
administrative rather than tournament expenses. The Board approved an increase in regular dues
to $50 to offset our higher administrative costs. Other categories will also be increased.

Special recognition is due those individuals who put it all together. To Tournament Chairman
Earle Cunha and his Cornmittee; to Bob Galindo and the Membership Committee; to NCGA's
Connie Tenorio; and to my predecessor Bill Jaques and the Officers and Board of Governors for
their guidance and support. A great group, a great Association!

It has been a privilege and an honor to have served as
Governor and President of our Association, an experience
I will always remember with pleasure. I extend my best
wishes to our next President, Lyrnan Clark, and the
Board of Governors for a successful 1993.

Sincerely,

gdl-5;,6-*
:

I- 'S:'
,,,.'.&

Robert H. Singer

President
lst Vice-President
2nd Vice-President
Secretary-Treasurer
Assistant Sec-Treas.

OFFICERS 1992

. . . Robert H. Singer

...LymanClark..

...LyleGray....

... LangdonHilleary

... ConnieTenorio
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Diablo CC
Los Altos GCC

Sharon Heights GCC
...MenloCC

:a.

l

NCGA


