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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
by

Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Championship
tournament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at the

Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed the
situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, J. E. (Jack) French and
Brace Carter, then Secretary of the Northern California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a spirit
of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided to form an
association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised of a dozen
senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to contact
members of their clubs who were eligible in age—originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred
applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in June, 1929 at the Burlingame
Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the tournament and attended the
dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted. John G. Sutton was
unanimously elected to the office of President and the organization was on its way with
flying colors!
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................................ Claremont C.C.

.... Sequoyah Country Club

..................................... Alameda Golf Club

Dr Roderlck B Eonnentedmiii. i Claremont C.C.
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Milten Eathanet ..o os i ai o, Olympic Country Club

WalCeRworthy: . . Alameda Golf Club

WK epworthy. . o n i Alameda Golf Club
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MiltoniEaiame it Olympic Country Club
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Stockton Golf & C.C.
Stockton Golf & C.C.

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

BEE FWalert v i Sequoyah Country Club
3OBN'G SHIONT ...l et Menlo Country Club
RoberBh Henderson®. ... it Burlingame C.C.
John G. Sutton* Menlo Country Club
Ralph/ASNewell* s Ll il Olympic Country Club

Byl Haviside® oo oniand Olympic Country Club
James F. Lowrie* California Golf Club

4R L BT e £ SRS ERNIENR San Francisco Golf Club
Col, O.P:M. Hazzard* ...............ccconemsnvenss Presidio Golf Club
J.C. Ady* Claremont Country Club
ROBENICCarthy: i butan Humboldt Golf Club
Baul Rudolphi®os cloas e asiiis San Jose Country Club

Adolph Teichert, Jr.* Del Paso Country Club
Bpace Gaviory o s i as Menlo Country Club
MarsdeniSoBlois*ersni Ll il Menlo Country Club
E.N. Ayer* Olympic Country Club
HeniCotletts . e Claremont Country Club
WellenNoble® ...oaiiiiaa e Claremont Country Club
A.E. Koletzke* Del Paso Country Club
ColiWamensl Clearta:.. .ol o Cypress Point Club
Richard K& Whitmore* ......c... .. s Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
Edward R. Smith* Stockton Golf & C.C.
RaymondiR. Frazer®i.........icovecicnres San Jose Country Club
BeWitie 87 Dobsonk i il s California Golf Club
Ralph N. Burrell* ....La Rinconada Country Club
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William D eHigpins ™ it Olympic Country Club
Harry s @raviotto BRt Sh e Del Monte Golf & C.C.
Hamry J: Craviefto® . S i Del Monte Golf & C.C.
Harry J. Carviotto*...... ...Del Monte Golf & C.C.
William D. Higgins*... ....Olympic Country Club
William D. Higgins*... ....Olympic Country Club
GeargelGemmiganil . ol i e Meadow Club
EmnestBieper ey o oo il ia g San Jose Country Club
ErmestiPleper, Jraxi . ol oLl San Jose Country Club
BmestRieper JEA. en Ll San Jose Country Club
WiB Galmiens Siieinad Monterey Peninsula Country Club
W.E. Colm ....... ....Monterey Peninsula Country Club
MatiEalaeio v e P aig i Marin Country Club
Ernie Pieper Trkl . s San Jose Country Club
Dr. Gene Taano ...Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
DriBdwardiAs Baker o e Orinda Country Club
D GeneylAan0 . Fii i riaioes Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Tack Baritealli oo suceromensinnasraseciesesndanijose Cotintry Club
Louis P. (Hank) Lucente ............c..oic San Jose Country Club
Louis P (Hank) Iiucente ........co e San Jose Country Club
TackiBariteauy S wais il S San Jose Country Club
RoyiGondrowsin o i oo . The Villages Golf & C.C.
Nlat Halaeinfe o ekt ol an shaiita Marin Country Club
Roy Goodrow o it oo conins: The Villages Golf & C.C.
Charles Van Linge ..... ....Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Lyle Gray . i csussesse ....Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Blaydi@orhiett i uia Sl St d Del Rio Country Club
Ehardes Vanilompe L0l Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
James ToNIcMNTITey ..o o e Diablo Country Club
James T: MCMUTLTEY «...ocoeucorsitiesnninnss Diablo Country Club
BreslehniBlement edini sl Diablo Country Club
Francis A. Watson* ... ....Spyglass Hill Golf Club
ANV AWildbloods . oo v s San Jose Country Club
Ponald MeBhippshile Lo anni Orinda Country Club
Edwin R. Foley* ...Claremont Country Club
PriRoberti@G Wallis® o iain Del Paso Country Club
Dr,; Edward K. Prigge ......cooi000000 Del Rio Spyglass Hill C.C.
G.A. Nemechek............ Mira Vista Golf & C.C.
Milten B GabbsE il i Meadow Club
Walter J. GriersON Kok o iociiosisssorsss San Jose Country Club
William V. Power ....Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Elmer A: Schreiner.........i80.. .o Monterey Peninsula C.C.
Carlion W X DBWEOH .ottt iieiossasits Menlo Country Club
Albert Elohapseniatse . 4000 Del Rio Golf & C.C.
Raymond A: McGuire ..........coouee. Monterey Peninsula C.C.
William N. Barlow .............cc......... Claremont Country Club
Calvin H. Nelson ............. Peninsula Golf & C.C.
Dr Erancis Whittaker ... niiine San Jose Country Club
John'G. Bannisiert .. .o ia o Orinda Country Club
Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Harris M. Donaldson Menlo Country Club

Gordon . Aulik ..........ccoieeeiinsmerinsussiicens Spyglass Hill G.C.
V.E. “Pete” Barton Del Rio Country Club
RISDhick#Richards s oo ba el North Ridge C.C.
ToWillianydaquesi: o i S e Napa Valley Golf & C.C.
RobergiH Singer ety Siinal Diablo Country Club



THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our Annual Championship, played at Diablo and Blackhawk Country Clubs, was won by Jim
McMurtrey of Diablo, a repeat of his 1991 win. This is the first time in 10 years we have had
a back-to-back champion. Low Net honors went to Ken Hock of Blackhawk. Castlewood
Country Club was the site of our Better Ball Championship. Congratulations to all the winners.

In 1993 the Annual Tournament will be played on May 17 and 18 at Los Altos Golf and Country
Club and Palo Alto Hills Country Club. The Better Ball will be on September 13 and 14 at the
Sonoma Golf Club. Mark your calendars!

A major change in the Association, effective January 1, was the transfer of administrative
functions from Alta Somers to the NCGA. Our first year with NCGA’s Roger Val and Connie
Tenorio has worked out so well that the Board and NCGA have mutually agreed to renew our
agreement for 1993. We are very pleased with their excellent service. Alta was honored for
her 18 years of service to SGANC at our annual dinner meeting in May at Diablo.

The waiting list for membership has grown from 151 to 179 in the past year even after taking
in 34 new members. Obviously our Association is attractive to senior golfers.

We incurred a deficit of $6,911, primarily in administrative expenses. The reasons are the
transition costs to NCGA (mostly non-recurring) and a Board decision to charge trophy costs to
administrative rather than tournament expenses. The Board approved an increase in regular dues
to $50 to offset our higher administrative costs. Other categories will also be increased.

Special recognition is due those individuals who put it all together. To Tournament Chairman
Earle Cunha and his Committee; to Bob Galindo and the Membership Committee; to NCGA’s
Connie Tenorio; and to my predecessor Bill Jaques and the Officers and Board of Governors for
their guidance and support. A great group, a great Association!

It has been a privilege and an honor to have served as
Governor and President of our Association, an experience
[ will always remember with pleasure. 1 extend my best
wishes to our next President, Lyman Clark, and the
Board of Governors for a successful 1993.

Sincerely,

Robert H. Singer
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