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ORIGIN OF
SENIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
by

Brace Carter

On a cold foggy day in September, 1928, the final round of the Senior Championship
tournament conducted by the Northern California Golf Association took place at the
Presidio Golf Club, San Francisco.

There were sixty-three participants in the competition and upon completion of play all
departed at once for their respective homes. This was during the period of Prohibition
and alcoholic beverages were not available at the Club.

A group of four convened in the locker room over a bottle of Scotch, and discussed the
situation. The four included John G. Sutton, Horace Guittard, ]J. E. (Jack) French and
Brace Carter, then Secretary of the Northern California Golf Association.

The consensus of opinion was that something should be done at once to introduce a spirit
of friendly congeniality among those golfers of senior age. It was then decided to form an
association comprised of senior golfers and at once a committee comprised of a dozen
senior members of different clubs in Northern California was appointed to contact
members of their clubs who were eligible in age—originally fifty years minimum.

The enthusiastic reception was unbelievable and in less than three months three hundred
applicants were on the roster.

The initial tournament and organization dinner took place in June, 1929 at the Burlingame
Country Club. Two hundred and thirty competed in the tournament and attended the
dinner at which time a constitution and by-laws were adopted. John G. Sutton was
unanimously elected to the office of President and the organization was on its way with
flying colors!
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1929
1930

98

1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958

CHAMPIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION TO DATE

Dr. C.H. Walter ..... Sequoyah Country Club
DrCHaAWalter ... Sequoyah Country Club
Dr. C.H. Walter . .... Sequoyah Country Club
Dr./C.H. Walter: ........ Sequoyah Country Club
Dr. Roderick O’Connor . . .. .. Claremont C.C.
D C.H. Walter . ....... Sequoyah Country Club
Dr. Roderick O’Connor . . . ... Claremont C.C.
DS C H: Walter, ..o Sequoyah Country Club
W.J.Kenworthy ........ Alameda Golf Club
Dr. Roderick O’Connor . . . ... Claremont C.C.
Harry H. Hilp:. . . . < . Lake Merced Golf & C.C.
Milton Latham . . .. ... Olympic Country Club
WJ. Kenworthy . ... ..... Alameda Golf Club
W.J. Kenworthy . ....... Alameda Golf Club
No Tournament

Milton Latham . ... ... Olympic Country Club
W.J.Kenworthy . ....... Alameda Golf Club
Weller Noble ... ... Claremont Country Club
Weller Noble . ...... Claremont Country Club
Barton J. Bridgeford ... Olympic Country Club

J. Murray Hunt . ... Pasatiempo Country Club

Barton J. Bridgeford . . . Olympic Country Club
Weller Noble ....... Claremont Country Club
Weller Noble . ...... Claremont Country Club
EWeWilliams . oo San Jose Country Club
Dr. Sutro A. Frost . Napa Valley Country Club
Weller Noble ....... Claremont Country Club

Lake Merced Golf & C.C.
Lake Merced Golf & C.C.
Lake Merced Golf & C.C.

George Studinger . . .
George Studinger . . .
George Studinger . . .

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963

1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

Ray Harwood ........ San Mateo Golf Club
Adrian C. McManus . . . O’Donnell Country Club
Adrian C. McManus . . . O’Donnell Country Club

J.A. (Babe) Ritchie . . . .. Stockton Golf & C.C.
J.A. (Babe) Ritchie . . . . . Stockton Golf & C.C.
Co-Champions
William D. Higgins . ... Olympic Country Club
Harry J. Craviotto . . . . . Del Monte Golf & C.C.
Harry J. Craviotto . . . . . Del Monte Golf & C.C.
Harry J. Craviotto . . . . . Del Monte Golf & C.C.
William D. Higgins . ... Olympic Country Club
William D. Higgins . ... Olympic Country Club
GGeorge Ketrigan . < ... ohvs Meadow Club
Ernest Pieper, Jr. ... .. San Jose Country Club
Ernest Pieper, Jr. ... .. San Jose Country Club
Ernest Pieper, Jr. ... .. San Jose Country Club
W.F. Colm . . Monterey Peninsula Country Club
W.F.Colm . . Monterey Peninsula Country Club
MatBalacior. . s e oe Marin Country Club
Ernie Pieper, Jr. ...... San Jose Country Club
Dr. Gene Taano . . . Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Dr. Edward A. Baker . . . . Orinda Country Club
Dr. Gene Taano . .. Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Jack Bariteau . . ... ... San Jose Country Club

Louis P. (Hank) Lucente. San Jose Country Club

Louis P. (Hank) Lucente. San Jose Country Club
Jack Bariteau . .. ... .. San Jose Country Club
Roy Goodrow . ... .. The Villages Golf & C.C.
Mat Palacio . .......... Marin Country Club
Roy Goodrow ...... The Villages Golf & C.C.
Charles Van Linge . . Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1929 Dr. C.H. Walter* . . . Sequoyah Country Club
1929-30 John G. Sutton* . . . . . Menlo Country Club
1931 Robert B. Henderson® . . . . Burlingame C.C.
1932-36 John G. Sutton* . . . .. Menlo Country Club
1937-44 Ralph A. Newell* . . . Olympic Country Club
1945 Harry T. Haviside* .. Olympic Country Club
1946 James F. Lowrie* . . . .. California Golf Club
1947 J.E. French, Sr.* .. San Francisco Golf Club
1948 Col. O.P.M. Hazzard* . .. Presidio Golf Club
1949 DICTAdYE v Claremont Country Club
1950 KB . McCarthy* ..... Humboldt Golf Club
1951 Paul Rudolph* . . ... San Jose Country Club
1952 AdolphTeichert,Jr.* . . DelPasoCountry Club
1952 Brace Carter® . .. ... .. Menlo Country Club
1953 Marsden S. Blois* . ... Menlo Country Club
1954 EINCYAYer® wove v Olympic Country Club
1955 Ben Corleft® .. ... Claremont Country Club
1956 Weller Noble* . . . . Claremont Country Club
1957 A.E. Koletzke* . ... Del Paso Country Club
1958 Col. Warren J. Clear* . . . Cypress Point Club
1959 Richard K. Whitmore* . . . .. .. Napa Valley

Golf & C.C.
1960 Edward R. Smith . ... Stockton Golf & C.C.
1961 Raymond R. Frazer* San Jose Country Club
1962 DeWitte S. Dobson* . . . California Golf Club

*Deceased - Past Presidents

1963
1964

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986

RalphN.Burrell* . La Rinconada Country Club
Dr. Sutro A. Frost* . . . .. Silverado & Monterey

Penin, C.C.
JosephtHanck® . .. i Olympic Club
Dr. John Blemer . ...... Diablo Country Club
Francis A. Watson* . .. Spyglass Hill Golf Club
A.V.Vildblood*. .. ... San Jose Country Club
Donald M. Phipps* .. ... Orinda Country Club

Edwin R. Foley* . ... Claremont Country Club
Dr.RobertG.Wallis* . .. Del Paso Country Club

Dr.EdwardK.Prigge .. DelRioSpyglassHillC.C.
(A Nemechek .. .. ... Mira Vista Golf & C.C.
Milton$iEGabbsh. .. o . vl 2 Meadow Club
Walter J. Grierson . . . . . San Jose Country Club
William V. Power . . Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Elmer A. Schreiner . . . Monterey Peninsula C.C.
Cariton W. Dawson . . . . . Menlo Country Club
Albert F. Johansen . . . ... Del Rio Golf & C.C.
Raymond A. McGuire . Monterey Peninsula C.C.
William N. Barlow . . . . Claremont Country Club
Calvin H. Nelson ...... Peninsula Golf & C.C.
Dr. Francis Whittaker . . San Jose Country Club
John G. Bannister . . . . .. Orinda Country Club
Dr. Gene Taano . .. Sharon Heights Golf & C.C.
Harris M. Donaldson . . .. Menlo Country Club



THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The wonderful thing about the game of golf is that there are no age limitations. We
have players 55 to 85, who play our Seniors’ tournaments with the same enthusiasm as their
sons and grandsons, but, with this difference - there is a mellow comraderie present when a
bunch of older men get together for an outing - a time to cherish!

It was a good year. We got off to a shaky start with our “experimental” Better Ball
Tournament at Ranche Murieta last September. We did come up with enough participants
to hold the event there. Due to great cooperation from the staff at Murieta, we had an
outstanding event.

The Annual Tournament was played over the superb courses at Santa Rosa Golf and
Country Club and Oakmont Golf Club under ideal conditions. The social functions were
held at Santa Rosa for a turnout of 224 members. Our thanks to Frank Collum, a Santa
Rosa Club member and former President of the Club for his liaison work with the Pro,
Charlie Gibson and their manager Claude Boulware. My thanks to Past President, John
Bannister for his support and help with the tournament.

The job of Tournament Director really has the responsibility for planning and over-
seeing the tournaments. This year, Lyle Gray, enthusiastically assumed responsibility for
all of the large and small details of conducting a tournament of this size. So again, with the
knowledge, experience, and support of our legendary Alta Somers, we again had a fine
tournament.

Sincere congratulations to our new Champion, Chuck Van Linge, one of the top
Senior Amateur players in the United States, who had rounds totalling 148 and to our new
Net Champion, Thomas Hudson, for his fine performance.

Our Association was honored this year by the presentation of a plaque by the United
States Golf Association, expressing their appreciation for your collective donations. We have
asked Alta to be custodian of this fine memento.

I thank you, gentlemen, the Senior Golf Association of Northern California, for the
privilege of serving as a Governor and your President. Our new President, Gordon Aulik,
is well qualified and has a fine Board of Governors. If I can be of any help during your

term of office, Gordon, please let me know.

Sincerely,

e At ticd

Harris M. Donaldson

OFFICERS FOR 1986-1987

President ... ..vewemeons Harris M. Donaldson . . .............. Menlo Country Club
First Vice-President ...... Gordon Js Aulik -G ..ona. Monterey Peninsula Country Club
Second Vice-President .... V.E. “Pete” Barton ......... Del Rio Golf & Country Club
Secretary-Treasurer ...... R. L. Richards . viouon s North Ridge Golf & Country Club
ASS biiSEcretary-Lreasturet «. AW I SOMOES b ns o o wn s sisissm sfel e Orinda Country Club
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 1987

BENGENCHRAATION (ot 5 o et o Lo ot S . v e Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club
YOI AR STE sy 5 o SR R AT i A i BB e e b el i Orinda Country Club
A VI IS OIS ol st e v o etfeg ot ettt et Sl ol e 2ot Peninsula Country Club
ATt ORanSENIE. s ol s SRl S S e Del Rio Golf and Country Club
@aritoniDaivsoniess fe. o o st b S atale s i il B St Menlo Country Club
OFFICERS 1987-1988
Prestdent i - ke i o GordoniJl Aulik i o Monterey Peninsula Country Club
First Vice-President ...... NEEEBARON s e s e Del Rio Country Club
Second Vice-President .... RL.Richards .......... North Ridge Golf & Country Club
Secretary-Treasurer ...... JaWilliame¥aques' s i e o Visalia Golf Club
Ass’t. Sec. Treasurer ...« . AltalSomenss.  in e i S e e i Orinda Country Club
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Three Year Term
Allan: RiaGamlen Sl taitic s sttt 4 el vhel B bl vt Son s California Golf Club
RobertiERibbardferesise oo Slvnnns vy vt difias oo 00D e i Richmond Golf Club
HaLangd oniHilleanyiiadet S amiite o o dil sl b Lo e s B e i Menlo Country Club
T Williain ) aguies! Ce s . oariansile - b o itll o S i TR Visalia Country Club
Rl mRIChatds,. i i e = e i i i MRl et s North Ridge Golf & Country Club
L Vactort Strnbh it o oo —onilalpns - o el ot sl S B Ll SR e Del Rio Country Club

Two Year Term
VAESBATLON). 2o oo it s A S s Gkt 0 N SR R SR T s Del Rio Country Club
RalphiB B U] e s we o i o pnngral, qut o dotoll o By B e et o Peninsula Country Club
Ioymani@larke srs v st e m i o e e Los Altos Country Club
TEIE RN ITS AU < o toe v oo = ottt ool Aot ceettl) 0 0l i Merced Golf & Country Club
Richand2WiEMefleyi wio v o R bl otleloh - b s om0 Sunnyside Country Club
BranlSUNSeril st rres s S ek S it e bl peen, e e SR San Jose Country Club

One Year Term
Gordon e Anlikis oo S b e s s e Monterey Peninsula Country Club
WO DR st sl 0 ol o A e Sl i R T s Menlo Country Club
[Eyile Grayrs sommm s s e morc b et L Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club
R B A o T e e e Tl s e Uk 5t i A oy s Claremont Country Club
JaWilliamiMeierdierclisi s - SEMRERE « . o L s et S Butte Creek Country Club
RAMSaV UNAdeEWOOT .\ ohr o oarmiet ortn St T r s p e e b e i) Orinda Country Club



Charles Van Linge
1986 Champion
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